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idnapper, .. every killer 
who’s sent to "The Rock’ 
Means one less public enemy 
to strike terror to your heart! 


Every thrilling moment in 
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Another first-of-its-kind from WARNER BROS! 
The pixbire the world wants to see! 
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THE STORY 


Gat Brady (John Litel) is a big shot racketeer who has made a great success of tak- 
ing money away from people without resorting to murder. He incurs the enmity of Red 
Carroll (Ben Welden) when he refuses to help Red’s brother to escape the chair after 
committing a paid murder. 


Fred MacClane (Addison Richards), Gat’s attorney, secures Gat’s acquittal on extor- 
tion charges by buying a member of the jury. George Drake (Gordon Oliver), assistant 
district attorney whom Gat admires, good naturedly loses the case but says he will put 
Gat behind the bars before long. 


Gat, forced by notoriety to remove her from an exclusive school, sees his daughter for 
the first time in six years. He takes her to New York, engages Miss Tolliver (Peggy 
Bates) as tutor and governess for the 15-year-old Ann, gives up racketeering, and makes 
plans for an extended tour of Europe with them. However, he is arrested for Federal 
income tax evasion and sentenced to five years in Leavenworth. 


When Ann and Miss Tolliver return from Europe, Red attempts to kidnap Ann and 
is sentenced to Leavenworth. There, in a fight, Gat breaks Red’s arm and is transferred 
to Aleatraz as an incorrigible. At Aleatraz Gat’s intimates are Harp Santell (Dick Pur- 
cell), the Flying Dutchman (Vladimir Sokoloff) and Tough Tony Burke (George E. 
Stone). 


Ann contrives to meet Drake, interests him in working for her father and unwillingly 
falls in love with him. When Red learns Drake is working for Gat and that Gat soon 
may be paroled, he contrives to be transferred to Alcatraz so he can ruin Gat’s good be- 
havior record. 


Gat, Red, Santell, the Flying Dutchman and Tough Tony are working in the prison 
shoe factory. Red is mysteriously stabbed with Gat’s knife. Before Red dies he falsely 
swears Gat did it. 


Flo, Ann and Drake arrive for the trial. Apparently nothing can save Gat from the 
hangman’s noose, yet before the jury can bring in its verdict of guilty, the story takes 
a sensational twist to go into a smashing climax that straightens matters out. 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 


Flo Allen............ 2 ages pO ies cae are nats Ann Sheridan 
“Gat” Brady ............ Dad ek ae Be ee ee .... John Litel 
UMNO RIOR a on ON aria bls Ca ee Mary Maguire 
George Drake .... 1... 0... nes .Gordon Oliver 
“Harp”? Santell .. 6.0. tes .Dick Pureell 
“The Flying Dutchman” .............. Vladimir Sokoloff ~ 
Fred MacClane ...............000055 .Addisen Richards | 
EGR” CaPNGU ois wi eo .....Ben Welden 
“Tough Tony” Burke .............---+5.5 George E. Stone 
Nites Tolliver... 6.06. jk ee i ee ees ... Peggy Bates 
Miss Marquand ............. 000+ ee eee ... Doris Lloyd 
“Whitey” Edwards ................4.. . Anderson Lawlor 
Warden Jackson ................-4. Charles Trowbridge 
Sally Carruthers ..............--055 .....Ellen Claney 
The Med Wea 66 oi i ie Ge eS ... Veda Ann Borg 
PO ee a ee axe caw enaca eS ee EL ....Matty Fain 
ean ee ionic te scgee bc Nee a eee .Edward Keane 
Federal Judge .. 1... ce eee eee .. Walter Young 
U. S. Attorney .............-.. SVG Sete yee is ...Ed Stanley 


Federal Officer ....................... Lane Chandler 





PRODUCTION STAFF 


...... William MeGann 
.. Crane Wilbur 

.Lu O’Connell, A.S.C. 
.....Frank Dewar 
Harry Seymour 

.. Esdras Hartley 
Sound by ............ ...... Francis J. Scheid 
Gowns by sia rato .....Howard Shoup 


Director 

Screen Play by 
Photography by 
Film Editor .. 


Dialogue Director 
Art Director ... 











Petite Mary Maguire 


Knows No Kangaroos 


Called The “Mary Pickford of Australia,”’ She Gives 
A Warner Staff Writer Real Interview 


By Carlisle Jones 


A young woman was running down the hall, her black 
eurls flying in her wake, her tiny shoes almost invisible un- 
der the wide cuffs of her dark slacks. At the publicity door 
she paused one breathless moment, gasped out a ‘‘hello’’ and 
dove into a big, leather-covered chair where she tucked her 
feet under her knees and her knees under her chin and turn- 
ed a pair of guileless black eyes toward her tormenter. 


“Perhaps we should have an 
introduction,” suggested the mu- 
tual friend, who had arranged the 
interview. “This is the Mary Ma- 
guire who stole that name from 
her younger sister. She was a 
misplaced sprig of Shamrock in 
Australia before she came to Hol- 
lywood. She’s been here a year. 
Her real name is Helen Terese 
Maguire.” 

“T wasn’t misplaced,” snapped 
Mary. “I was born there.” 

“T wish you luck with your 
story,” continued the friend, un- 
abashed. “She’s a brat of the first 
water.” 

“Nice people these Hollywood 
folks,” said Mary. “Someday Vl 
tell you what I think of you.” 

“A beautiful brat though,” said 
our friend as he ducked out of 
the door. 

“T suppose you’re going to ask 
me about kangaroos and duck- 
billed platypusses,”’ said Mary. 
“Nearly everyone does. But I 
don’t know much about them. I 
have a Kaola bear though. He’s 
stuffed. I sleep with him every 
night. That’s been published too.” 

“Let’s start at the beginning,” 
we suggested. “How did you hap- 
pen to come to Hollywood?” 

“T had made pictures in Au- 
stralia,’ said Mary quickly, “but 
I knew better ones were being 
made in Hollywood. So when we 
had the chance, my father and I 
eame to America. I had a letter 
from Charles Farrell too, a sort 
of letter of recommendation. And 
then I got a job here at Warner 
Bros. and that’s all that’s hap- 
pened to me.” 

“Were you called the ‘Mary 
Pickford of Australia?’ ” 

“Some newspaper writers called 
me that. But here in America now 
we don’t mention it. I have to 
stand on my own feet here, any- 
way, you know.” She stuck out 
two small, beautifully shod ex- 
tremities. 

“We know,’ we said. “We’ve 
read about them. They’re sup- 
posed to be the smallest feet in 
Hollywood. Number one, aren’t 
they ?” 

By way of an answer Miss Ma- 
guire stuck out her tongue and 
retracted her feet. “I’m afraid 
I’m not going to like you,” she 
said. 

We changed the subject—quick- 
ly. “Your mother and sisters have 
just come from Australia, haven’t 
they? Are there any more actress- 
es like you among them?” 

“It’s much more economical for 
us to be together,’ she hedged. 
“When they were ‘down under’ 
and I was up here I spent all my 
money on telephone calls. It is 
28,000 miles by telephone and it 
costs a lot. Once I spent $128 on 
a single eall. That was when I 
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Mary Maguire, new arrival from 
“down under,” who has estab- 
lished her claim to stardom 
through her outstanding work in 
Alcatraz island.” 


was homesick. Altogether I tele- 
phoned home sixteen times. It is 
much more economical now that 
we are all here.” 

“That’s better,’ we suggested. 
“Tell us some more about your- 
self.” 

“Well,” said Mary, curling her- 
self even more tightly into a knot 
in the leather chair, “I want most 
of all to go to New York. I read 
poetry but don’t write it. Wish I 
could. I never wore slacks until 
I came to America. Now I love 
?em. I’m trying very hard to learn 
to talk ‘American’—without the 
accent, you know. Is that what 
you want?” 

She paused for breath. “I’m 
eighteen,” she added lamely, “and 
I still like dolls. Isn’t that silly?” 

We agreed that it was. 

“And I have tea every after- 
noon,” she said as though daring 
anyone to dispute her. “I had it 
even when I was playing in ‘AI- 
eatraz Island.’ (That’s the Cos- 
mopolitan-Warner Bros. picture 
which opens next Friday at the 
Strand Theatre). 

“There isn’t much more. I have 
a Commonwealth Credential given 
me by the Australian government 
which entitles me to transporta- 
tion back to Australia from any 
place if I ever get stranded. ’n 
told that only five people not ac 
tually connected with the govern- 
ment, have them.” 

“What pictures did you make 
in Australia?” 


“Diggers in Blighty’ was the 
first. I was twelve years old but 
just as big as I am now. Then I 
was in ‘Heritage’ which won the 
Commonwealth prize and ‘The 
Flying Doctor’ and others. Then I 
came to Hollywood.” 


Country of origin U. S. A. Copyright 1937 Vitagraph, Inc. All rights reserved. Copyright is waived to magazines and newspapers. 
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(Advance Feature) 


(Opening Day Story) 


Prison Films Hold — [RIPPING PRISON 


Powerful Interest 





Scenes In “Zola,” “They Won’t Forget,” and 


‘Alcatraz Island’? Have Great Dramatic Value 





There has never been and perhaps never will be as argu- 
mentative a subject as the great problem of penology. Since 
the beginnings of civilization the combination of crime and 
punishment have been perplexing and unsatisfying with 


regard to solution. 


Countries, individuals and social 
groups are continually at odds as 
to how jails, prisons, and crimi- 
nals should be managed. The prob- 
lem is directly reflected in the 
movie-going public. Films dealing 
with the subject, either directly 
or injected by reason of a dra- 
matic plot, have always held a 
great interest. 

Various scenes from recent pie- 
tures serve to show the increased 
interest, not only in the social as- 
pect but also as a source of melo- 
drama. The movie-makers have 
been quick to see and make use 
of this. 

When “I Am a Fugitive From 
a Chain Gang” with Paul Muni 
was released a few years ago, in- 
terest was aroused to such an ex- 
tent that the picture was a 
smashing success _ wherever 
played. Here was an excellent ex- 
ample of how the social and dra- 
matic aspects were interwoven 
with splendid acting, and diree- 
tion by Mervyn LeRoy, to make 
it the success it was. 

When Warden Lewis E. Lawes 
of Sing Sing prison wrote his en- 
lightening book, it was made in- 
to another strong film by Warner 
Bros. with Bette Davis and 
Spencer Tracy in the leading 
roles. It was called “20,000 Years 
in Sing Sing.” Various other films 
contain just short scenes of the 
incarceration of one or more of 
the principals, and in nearly all 
the cases, the intense dramatic 
atmosphere is thus attained. 

The Devil’s Island episodes 
with the imprisonment of Captain 
Dreyfus in the recent “The Life 
of Emile Zola” are never-to-be- 
forgotten scenes, it is wunani- 
mously agreed. The same is applic- 
able to those in “They Won’t For- 
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John Litel, whose featured role as 

“Gat” Brady in “Alcatraz Island,’’ 

the picture now showing at the 

Strand Theatre, has been widely 

acclaimed by those who have seen 
this exciting drama. 





get,” powerful treatise of crime 
and justice. 

Others include “Jailbreak,” 
“Road Gang,” and the recent “San 
Quentin.” The very latest, “Alca- 
traz Island” combines the inten- 


Ann 
Sheridan 
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sity of many of the preceding 
films with a punch that may well 
never again be revealed on cellu- 
loid. 


A powerful story with a back- 
ground of rackets and a tender 
love story, has John Litel, a 
racketeer, as the father of lovely 
Mary Maguire, who has spent her 
girlhood in an exclusive girls’ 
boarding school. 

The complications thus arising 
tend to bring one of the most 
gripping films in a long while to 
the Strand Theatre sereen start- 
ing Friday. 

Ann Sheridan plays the roman- 
tic lead opposite Litel. She has 
recently come into her own after 
sterling performances in “San 
Quentin” and “Wine, Women and 
Horses.” 


William McGann directed the 
film from a story by Crane Wilbur. 
Also in the cast are Vladimir 
Sokoloff who played Cezanne in 
“The Life of Emile Zola,” and 
Dick Pureell. 


CHAMPION’S DAUGHTER 


Mary Maguire, one of the lead- 
ing women in the Cosmopolitan- 
Warner Bros. melodrama, “Alea- 
traz Island,” is the daughter of 
Michael Maguire, Australian 
football star and former welter- 
weight champion of the Antipodes. 
She is to be seen now at the 
Strand Theatre. 


ODDEST FAN PLEA 


Dick Purcell, featured in the 
Cosmopolitan-Warner Bros.’ melo- 
drama “Alcatraz Island,’ now 
showing at the Strand theatre, 
got a request from a fan for one 
of the wisdom teeth he recently 
had extracted. The fan wants to 
add it to her charm bracelet, she 
said, 


COPPER PHOTOS 

Dick Pureell, featured in Cos- 
mopolitan - Warner Bros.’ “Alea- 
traz Island,” is perfecting a new 
method of printing photographs 
on copper. He is one of Holly- 
wood’s most expert amateur pho- 
tographers. Dick is to be seen 
currently at the Strand theatre. 
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STORY OPENS AT 
STRAND THEATRI 


“Alcatraz Island,’ a Warner 
Bros. melodrama, is to have its 
first local showing today at the 
Strand Theatre. 

It is said the story isn’t merely 
one of life behind the stone walls 
of the Pacific-washed prison. 
There’s plenty of action on the 
mainland, both before and after 
the protagonist — one Gat Brady, 
played by John Litel — is con- 
fined for income-tax evasion. 

The story itself deals with a 
powerful racketeer, (John Litel), 
who is forced to remove his 
daughter (Mary Maguire), from 
an exclusive boarding school, and 
take her to live with him. When 
he is imprisoned for ineome tax 
evasion, his one wish is to get 
out as soon as his term is up to 
rejoin his daughter, now in love 
with a district attorney, (Gordon 
Oliver) and his own sweetheart 
(Ann Sheridan). 

How this desire is thwarted 
time and again by a former mob- 
man seeking revenge brings us 
through the various prisons in 
the story, thus forming as power- 
ful a background as has been seen 


Mary 
Maguire 
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in a long while. The double ro- 
mance in the story keeps the film 
from being grim and thus well up 
in the realm of excellent enter- 
tainment. 

The film is excellently cast. 
John Litel, who played Patrick 
Henry in the Academy-Award- 
winning short, “Give Me Liberty,” 
is Gat Brady. He was also in 
“The Life Of Emile Zola” as was 
Vladimir Sokoloff, who played 
Cezanne the artist in that film. In 
“Aleatraz Island,” Sokoloff plays 
a Dutchman, also an inmate of 
“The Rock,” and gives one of the 
finest performances of the film. 

“Alcatraz Island” was directed 
by William McGann, from an 
original screen play by Crane 
Wilbur. Included in the east are 
Dick Purcell, Vladimir Sokoloff, 
Ben Welden, Addison Richards, 
Peggy Bates, Ellen Clancy and 
George E. Stone. 


NO PREJUDICE HERE 


Vladimir Sokoloff, noted Rus- 
sian actor in the Cosmopolitan- 
Warner Bros. melodrama, “Alea- 
traz Island,” now showing at the 
Strand Theatre, keeps fit by do- 
ing Japanese exercises. 





This Publicity Featurette available in 


one and two col. size. Order Mat 115 
10¢ for the one col., Mat 218—20c for 
the two column. Specify size. 
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Playing opposite John Litel in one of the featured roles of “Alcatraz 

Island,” the picture which comes to the Strand Theatre next Frdiay, 

Ann Sheridan once again shows herself to be one of the most beauti- 
ful and talented actresses in Hollywood. 








Litel Nearly 
Was Banker 


John Litel, leading man in 
“Aleatraz Island,” the Cosmopoli- 
tan melodrama which Warner 
Bros. are now presenting at the 
Strand Theatre, trained for an 
acting career without knowing he 
was going to be an actor. Until 
he was 26 years old a career as 
a Thespian was far from his 
thoughts. 

Born at Albany, Wiise., Decem- 
ber 30, 1894, he was educated at 
Albany High School and then was 
graduated from the University of 
Pennsylvania. He is a member of 
Alpha Tau Omega fraternity. 

When John showed no interest 
in a specific profession or busi- 
ness, his banker father, James E. 
Litel, permitted him to shift for 
himself, Accordingly John worked 
at manual labor, as a clerk in 
stores and as a salesman of life 
insurance. 

At the age of 26, John found 
himself on the stage acting. It 
was just another job that he took 
on the spur of the moment. But 
since then he has played in stock 
in Washington, D.C., Atlanta, 
Kansas City, Denver, New Or- 
leans, San Francisco and Los An- 
geles, to mention but a few. On 
Broadway he scored a great sue- 
cess, one of his most recent hits 
being “Room Service.” 

Signed to a screen contract by 
Warner Bros. when he came to 
Hollywood to visit his mother, 
Litel has been featured in ‘Mid- 
night Court,” “Marked Woman,” 
“Shm,” “Back In Cireulation” and 
“Aleatraz Island.” 

Five feet 11 inches tall, Litel 
weighs 180 pounds, has hazel eyes 
and dark brown hair and is of 
the virile type he portrays in 
“Alcatraz Island.” 

For more than 15 years he has 
been married to Ruth Pecheur, a 
non-professional. Together they 
have traveled extensively abroad 
and in this country. 


BEN WELDEN 
WATCHES DIET 


The fact that an actor watches 
his diet to guard against a ten- 
dency to heaviness doesn’t mean 
he doesn’t make a good heavy on 
the sereen. 

In fact, nothing an actor does 
in private life affects in any way 
the quality of villainy he purveys 
on the screen. Either he is a very 
good villain or a very bad villain, 
according to Ben Welden, who de- 
livers his particular brand of vil- 
lainy in the Cosmopolitan-Warner 
Bros. melodrama, “Alcatraz Is- 
land, due to open next Friday at 
the Strand theater. 

“Perhaps I should say that a 
man must be a very bad villain 
to be a very good villain,” says 
Welden with a smile. “Being a 
successful villain is largely a 
question of putting yourself in 
the position of the man who was 
asked how he found a lost horse. 
He replied, ‘I just imagined I 
was a horse, figured out where I 
would go as a horse, went there 
and found my horse.’ ” 
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Ann Sheridan, beautiful star of 
the picture now showing at the 
Strand Theatre, entitled “Alca- 
traz Island.” Her performance 
in this and other Warner films 
has skyrocketed her to fame. 
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CLEVER STUDENT 


Mary Maguire, featured in the Cosmopolitan- Warner Bros. melo- 
drama, “Alcatraz Island,” makes a dictograph recording of her lines 
when studying a script and then listens to the “nlayback” to correct 
diction and histrionie faults. “Alcatraz Island” comes to the Strand 
Theatre next Friday. 


ANN’S WAGON WHEEL 


Ann Sheridan, leading woman in “Alcatraz Island,” the sensational 
Cosmopolitan-Warner Bros. melodrama, has received from a gold- 
prospector fan the wheel of a covered wagon wrecked in Death Valley 
more than 75 years ago. The ancient piece will be used as a decora- 
tive feature of her Monterey home in the San Fernando Valley 
“Aleatraz Island” opens next Friday at the Strand Theatre. 


TOUGH LUCK, JOHN 


John Litel, featured in the thrilling Cosmopolitan-Warner Bros. dra- 
ma, “Aleatraz Island,” gave up selling life insurance when he saw 
his biggest sale—a $150,000 annuity—vanish into thin air. The prospect 
had just signified his intention of buying more policies of equally 
large amounts when a nurse appeared and said he was a psychopathic 
ease with delusions of wealth but harmless. John will be seen in “Al- 
eatraz Island” next Friday at the Strand Theatre. 


MAGAZINE BOYS WELCOMED HERE 


Dick Purcell, leading man in the Cosmopolitan-Warner Bros. melo- 
drama, “Alcatraz Island,” is an easy prey for magazine salesmen 
who are working their way through something or other. 

Once a magazine salesman himself, Dick knows what it is to 
have doors slammed in his face and so he subscribes and subscribes 
and has the magazines sent to his friends. He will be seen in “Al- 
catraz Island” at the Strand Theatre on Friday. 


WHAT A NERVE! : 


Ann Sheridan, leading woman in “Alcatraz Island,” the sensa- 
tional Cosmopolitan-Warner Bros. melodrama of life in the famous 
federal penitentiary, recently received a long distance telephone call, 
with charges reversed, from a fan in Atlanta, Ga., who merely 
wanted to know the exact color of her eyes. (They’re blue-gray). 
She’ll be seen in “Alcatraz Island” next Friday at the Strand Theatre. 


OLIVER, BIRD FANCIER 


Gordon Oliver, who plays a featured role in Cosmopolitan-Warner 
Bros. melodrama of prison life, “Aleatraz Island,” is building an 
elaborate aviary at his home and plans to raise love birds as a hobby. 
“Aleatraz Island” comes to the Strand Theatre next Friday. 


FAR FROM HOME 


When Mary Maguire, featured in the Cosmopolitan melodrama, 
‘“Aleatraz Island,” produced for Warner Bros., left Australia for 
Hollywood, it was her first trip away from her native land. The 
Maguires have been in Australia for four generations. Mary will be 
seen in “Alcatraz Island” at the Strand Theatre next Friday. 
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JUST SUNNING—a favorite pastime of pretty Mary Maguire, the up-and-coming young starlet who has 
a featured role in “Alcatraz Island,” coming to the Strand Theatre next week. 


(Advance Feature) 


ACTORS BECOME 
REAL PRISONERS 


Eating lunch in a prison cell 
with the temperature at 93 de- 
grees is an experience a number 
of prominent film players have 
no desire to repeat. 

John Litel, Dick Purcell, Vlad- 
imir Sokoloff and George E. Stone 
were locked in their cells one day 
during the filming of the sensa- 
tional Cosmopolitan-Warner Bros. 
melodrama of prison life, “Alca- 
traz Island,” when lunch-time was 
ealled. 

The set was a faithful repro- 
duction of the federal penal in- 
stitution, and had been construct- 
ed on a hill in an isolated section 
of the San Fernando Valley. Au- 
thentic in every detail, the cells 
were locked with an electric lock- 
ing system. 

When lunch-time arrived a 
switch was thrown to open the 
doors, but nothing happened. 
Electricians hurriedly went to 
work in search of the trouble, 
but an hour passed by and their 
work was unsuccessful. 

During that time a wind ma- 
chine was rigged to bring some 
comfort to the actors. Director 
William McGann ordered lunch 
served in the cells and after 
lunch filming of the picture con- 
tinued. It was not until late in 
the afternoon that the electri- 
cians located the trouble and re- 
paired it. 

“Aleatraz Island,” said to be 
the first screen representation of 
life on the “Big Rock” in San 
Francisco Bay, opens next Friday 
at the Strand Theatre. The lead- 
ing women are Ann Sheridan and 
Mary Maguire. 


PLAYWRIGHT AT 6! 


When Vladimir Sokoloff, War- 
ner Bros. player featured in the 
Cosmopolitan melodrama, “Alea- 
traz Island,” was six years old, 
he wrote a play which was staged 
by his school in his native Mos- 
eow and in which he played the 
leading role. He will be seen in 
“Aleatraz Island” next Friday at 
the Strand Theatre. 


Litel Says Good Looks 
Are Hard On Careers 


Actor Star of “‘Aleatraz Island’’ Feels That Handsome 


Men Have Limited Scope in Pictures 


““T don’t want to be a good-lookin’ guy,’’ said handsome 


Litel. ‘‘Not in sereen plays.”’ 


He said it emphatically. Meant it, too. 


And that was a funny thing, 
for back on Broadway he used to 
be a schoolgirl’s rave in such 
stage hits as “Room Service,” 
“Ceiling Zero,” “First Legion,” 
“Lilly Turner,’ “Sweet Aloes” 
and “Ladies of Creation,” to name 
just a few. 

And as guest star playing with 
the leading stock companies of 
America—in Washington, Atlan- 
ta, Kansas City, Des Moines, Den- 
ver, New Orleans, San Francisco 
and Los Angeles—he was a ma- 
tinee idol for years. 

So why? 

“Pm serious about it,’ went on 
Litel. “It’s this way— 

“The actor who capitalizes on 
his youthful good looks has a 
limited career in pictures. 

“The studio plugs him heavily 
as the young romantic hero of 
every girl’s dream. 

“And, boy, does he have to 
work at it? To begin with, if he 
is married, he has to keep it a 
deep dark secret. How much ro- 
mance could dreaming girls spin 
about him if they know he is 
married—and happily married, at 
that? 


“Now I am happily married. 
Have been for fifteen years. I 
have no desire to keep it a secret. 
Fact is, I brag about it.” 

He paused to roll a cigarette. 
He has that man’s-man habit 
popularized by every he-man of 
the screen from Bill Hart to Dick 
Foran—on the screen. But Litel 
does it in private life, has done 
it ever since he began to smoke. 

Then with cigarette going in 
the corner of a wide genial mouth, 
he ran a hand through crinkly 
dark waves of hair and grinned 
disarmingly. 

“Look here,” he said, patting 
his stomach. 

It looked like a lean enough 
stomach. So what? 

“Oh, it'll do,” he said. “But, 
listen; what I mean is, I don’t 
have to worry about putting on 
weight. Now, if I were a good- 
lookin’ guy, a romantic screen 
hero—well, it would be on my 
conscience all the time. 

“Just to show you what I mean. 
While I was playing the role of 
‘Gat? Brady, the racketeer king, 
in ‘Aleatraz Island,’ I let myself 
go. Why, I ate what I pleased and 
put on eight pounds. It didn’t 
matter. Everybody expected ‘Gat’ 
to be that kind of a guy.” 

The role of “Gat” Brady in the 
Warner Bros.-Cosmopolitan pic- 
ture, “Aleatraz Island,” is that of 
a Capone-like ruler of the under- 
world who finally gets his come- 
uppance. The picture, a Cosmo- 
politan melodrama, will be seen 
next Friday at the Strand 
Theatre. 

“T liked that role,’ said Litel 
reflectively. 


“Was that because, not being a 
romantic part, it placed no handi- 
caps on eating?” 

He grinned. “Not exactly,” he 
said. “But that’s a part of it. 





“What I mean by not wanting 
to be a good-lookin’ screen guy is 
easy enough to see, if you look 
around you. 


“The good-lookin’ guys have 
their little day and then they’re 
done, finished, through. Because 
suddenly the day arrives when 
slenderness departs, faces become 
lined, hair turns white. You can’t 
beat Old Man Age. Then the 
audiences clamor for a younger 
man, and the studios have to 
yield. What happens to the ma- 
tinee idol? 

“He goes out and opens a groc- 
ery or a hamburger joint or a 
dress shop. There’s no place for 
him on the screen. No, there’s no 
place for him because he had only 
one thing to sell. 

“Me, I’ll play character roles. 
That’s something lasting. It’s 
something around which a man 
can build his career. The good- 
lookin’ guy just withers. But the 
character actor seasons and mel- 


John 
Litel 


Mat 106—10c 





lows as he grows older. He be- 
comes a better actor, more and 
more in demand. He doesn’t die 
with his youth.” 

Litel has red-haired Ann Sheri- 
dan for his leading woman in 
“Aleatraz Island.” Mary Maguire, 
Dick Purcell, Vladimir Sokoloff, 
George E. Stone and Ellen Clancy 
have important parts. William 
MeGann directed the picture. 


NO KANGAROOS? 


Favorite hobby of Mary Ma- 
guire, one of the leading women 
in the Cosmopolitan-Warner Bros. 
melodrama, “Aleatraz Island,” is 
the collection of sea-shells, pearls 
from the South Seas and carved 
kangaroos. Though a _ native 
daughter of “Down Under,” the 
only live kangaroos she ever saw 
were in a zoo. Mary will be seen 
when “Alcatraz Island” opens at 
the Strand Theatre next Friday. 


CHANCES INTO FILMS 


John Litel, leading man in the 
Cosmopolitan-Warner Bros. pic- 
ture called “Aleatraz Island,” 
went to Hollywood with no 
thought of entering pictures, but 
merely to visit his mother. Studio 
scouts heard the well-known New 
York stage actor was in town, of- 
fered him a part in “Fugitive in 
the Sky,” and he has been here 
ever since. He will be seen in 
“Aleatraz Island” at the Strand 
Theatre next Friday. 


PUBLICITY 











Mat 203—20c 


Ann Sheridan and John Litel, in a romantic scene from the thrilling 
melodrama “Alcatraz Island,” which comes to the Strand Friday. 





(Review ) 


*“Aleatrazs Island’? New 
Thrilling Strand Film 


America’s most widely publicized penitentiary, that 
‘Big Rock’’ situated in the chill waters of San Francisco 
Bay, is brought to the motion picture screen for the first 
time in ‘‘Aleatraz Island,’’ a thrilling Cosmopolitan melo- 
drama which Warner Bros. presented for its local premiere 
yesterday at the Strand Theatre. 


Grim but fascinating is this 
story of men who live outside the 
law, and of the men whose duty 
it is to apprehend and convict 
them. Every moment is loaded 
with thrills as this drama moves 
swiftly to an unexpected and ex- 
citing climax. 

But “Aleatraz Island” is more 
than a story of crime vs. law and 
order. It also carries a splendid 
human story of love—both roman- 
tic and parental—and of exciting 
adventure on the mainland. 

John Litel is featured as a 
racketeer who is, despite his busi- 
ness, rather likeable. Income tax 
evasion catches up with Litel just 
as it did with Al Capone and other 
real-life racketeers. Gordon Oliver, 





a government attorney, procures 
his conviction. He is sent first to 
Leavenworth. There, in a fight 
with a lesser gangster which is 
forced upon him, he is pronounced 
incorrigible and transferred to 
Aleatraz. 

An amazingly dramatic  se- 
quence of events, occuring behind 
the walls of Aleatraz while the 
trial is going on, bring out the 
truth concerning the murder, and 
real justice has its way. 

“Aleatraz Island’ was _ splen- 
didly directed by William Me- 
Gann from an original screen 
play by the one-time famed actor, 
Crane Wilbur. The picture is a 
novelty and a satisfying thriller. 


The Eyes Have It 


(Lead Story) 


ALCATRAZ PRISON 
IN STRONG FILM 
SOON AT STRAND 


Everybody in the United States 
has heard of “Alcatraz Island,” 
that rather smallish bit of rock 


which is washed by the chill 
cross-currents of San Francisco 
Bay. 


But few persons apart from San 
Francisco residents have ever even 
seen the island itself, and almost 
nobody has been on the inside of 
the prison situated on the rock. 


The picture is called “Alcatraz 
Island,” and its leading players 
are John Litel, Dick Purcell, Gor- 
don Oliver, Mary Maguire and 
Ann Sheridan. 


The tale has to do with a rac- 
keteer—played by Litel—who is, 
in his way, fairly decent. He’ll 
take all the money he ean get 
but he won’t countenance murder. 
Because of this latter tenet, he is 
framed by underworld associates 
and sent to Leavenworth, a minor 
Federal pen on an income tax eva- 
sion conviction. 


Here he’s framed again, made 
to appear like an incorrigible, and 
sent to the Big Rock. 


“Aleatraz Island” isn’t alto- 
gether a prison story. It would be 
too drab if it were. Gat Brady 
(Litel) has a daughter whom he 
has kept in private school before 
his arrest, and who knows no- 
thing about his means of liveli- 
hood. 


The yarn concerns itself with 
how the girl (Mary Maguire) 
falls in love with the District 
Attorney (Gordon Oliver) who 


has sent Gat away, and with how — 


—after still another framing, this 
time on a murder charge—Mary 
and Gordon rally to his rescue at 
his trial for life. 


“Aleatraz Island” is a complete 
novelty as a movie, and has a 
smashing climax which straight- 
ens everything out in a logical 
manner, William McGann diree- 
ted the picture from a story by 
Crane Wilbur. Among other 
notables in the cast are Vladimir 
Sokoloff, Ben Welden, Addison 
Richards, George E. Stone, Peggy 
Bates, and Ellen Clancy. 





= Mat 2vz—zve 

(Left to right) John Litel, George E. Stone and Dick Purcell heed 

the grim warning on the table in this scene from “Alcatraz Island,”’ 
the exciting prison drama coming to the Strand Friday. 





Thief Foiled 
By Sheridan 


Dreams of an easy way to sud- 
den wealth were rudely shattered 
recently for a young man with 
racketeering inclinations, by Ann 
Sheridan, Warner Bros. featured 
player in “Alcatraz Island,” the 
Cosmopolitan melodrama, which 
is now showing at the Strand 
Theatre. 


When Ann left a neighborhood 
movie, which shé had attended 
alone, she found she could not 
start her car. While she was won- 
dering what could have happened 
to the machine, a young man sud- 
denly appeared on the deserted 
street and offered his services as 
a good samaritan. 


“Hmm,” said the young man 
shaking his head as he looked 
under the hood. “It looks bad but 
I know I ean fix it—if it’s worth 
$5 to you.” 


“What’s wrong?’ Ann asked 
curiously as she too peered under 
the hood. As she spoke she no- 
ticed the lead wires to the spark 
plugs were disconnected and she 
reattached them. 


“Oh, a wise dame, eh?” snarled 
the young man. 


Ann, frightened by his attitude, 
stepped back and then was amaz- 
ed to see him turn and run as 
fast as he could. The reason for 
his flight became apparent when 
she saw a policeman rapidly ap- 
proaching down the street. 


McGANN HAS 
FINE CAREER 


Though still young in years, 
William McGann, director of the 
Cosmopolitan-Warner Bros. melo- 
drama, “Alcatraz Island,’? which 
comes to the Strand Theatre next 
Friday, has had an extensive and 
colorful career in motion pictures. 

Born at Pittsburgh, McGann 
was educated at LaSalle Academy 
and at the University of Califor- 
nia at Berkeley. 


McGann’s first directorial as- 
signment was on the dog Rin-Tin- 
Tin in “On the Border.” He made 
the first Vitaphone shorts and di- 
rected Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
and Loretta Young in “I Like 
Your Nerve.” 


With Irving Asher he opened 
a Warner Bros. studio in England 
and directed “Murder on the First 
Floor,” by Frank Vosper, the first 
picture to be made on that lot. 
During a year and one-half in 
England he directed Pat Patter- 
son, Benita Hume, Margo Graham 
and others. 


He is married to a non-profes- 
sional. McGann likes to dig in the 
earth for relaxation and is an ex- 
pert on the growing of orchids 
and cyclamen. He has two dogs, 
a smooth haired fox terrier and 
a Dobermann-Great Dane. 


His. recent pictures include 
“Polo Joe,” “Penrod and Sam,” 
“Marry the Girl,” “Brides Are 
Like That” and “Alcatraz Island.” 


MARY MAGUIRE, PRETTY AUSTRALIAN LASS WHO IS FEATURED IN 
"ALCATRAZ ISLAND" AT THE STRAND, GIVES A LESSON IN MAKE-UP 





First step to eye beauty is washing For glamor, she shadows her 


them with lotion. Mary uses a gen- 


This 5 column strip in mat on order from Warner Bros. Campaign Plan Editor—501-B—50c. 


To frame her eyes becomingly, she She lengthens here eyebrows 
lids with blue, keeping it well uses brown mascara on her lashes, slightly with a pencil to con- 


As a final touch she brushes her eye- 
brows with vaseline to make them 


erous dab of cotton for the purpose. away from the inner corners. applying it very lightly with a brush. form with the facial contours. glisten and to remove powder specks. 
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PUBLICITY A@’ THON pictures 


If it’s 


Mat 205—20c 
There’s plenty of action in “Alcatraz Island,” the picture which 
comes to the Strand next Friday. This scene shows John Litel and 
Ben Welden being pulled from each other’s throats by a guard. 


you want, be 
sure to use the 


VITAPHONE TRAILER 


it's as important 
ae as your latest 
@ oe | Mat fr too news r eel. 


John Litel ends an argument in Bitter enemies, John Litel and 
a not-so-gentle manner in a scene Ben Welden, starred in “Alcatraz 


from “Alcatras® Island? which  Island™ dock horns in combat Other action 


comes to the Strand next Friday. upon meeting in prison. 








ideas on the 


following 
pages. 





Mat 204—20c 


Ben Welden, desperate character in the Strand’s forthcoming pic- 
ture, “Alcatraz Island,” feels the strong arm of the law as he 
tries unsuccessfully to leave the scene of an attempted kidnapping. 
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EXPLOITATION 





GROUP OF MEN attired in prison 
uniforms and freshman caps parade 
through streets with placards plug- 
ging picture. They sing: “We're Work- 
ing Our Way Through College.” 


LARGE RECORD on dis- 
play in lobby. Surround 
with court room scenes 
from picture. Copy: This 
record saved ‘Gat’ Brady 
from Alecatras Island 
and the Noose. 


NEWSPAPER AD: Warning! Have you 
paid your income tax? See what hap- 
pens to Gat’ Brady in “Alcatraz Island” 
for evading it. Coming to the Strand 
Theatre on Saturday. 


PICTURE NEWS 
FLASH. Back cover good 
for front page of tabloid. 
window cards, tack 
cards, street posters. 















FROM THE NEWS 


1. The New York World Telegram (July 6, 7, 3. 
9, 10) ran a series of five articles on “‘Aleatraz 
Island.”? Get copies, clip and mount in lobby 
together with stills from the picture. Series also 
ran in other Secripps-Howard papers. 





2. The following papers recently carried ‘head- 
lines”? on the Aleatraz Prison revolt: September 
24—San Francisco Call Bulletin; Los Angeles 
Herald Express; Chicago American. September 
25—Omaha Bee-News, Washington Herald, Al- 
bany Times-Union, New York World-Telegram, 
Times, Sun, Post, Journal, News, Mirror. Con- 

_ sult your local paper of above dates for stories. 


FUGITIVE HUNT 


Newspaper ean cooperate in a contest to find 
localites efficient in catehing an escaped convict. 
°“Kugitive’ makes his “getaway” in a car, the 
description of which is given to all contestants. 
Flash news is issued every hour on theatre bulletin 


board. Prisoner must phone theatre every ten min- 
utes telling where he is; location is posted on bul- 
letin board. He must stay within city limits and 
cannot leave his car except to telephone. If some- 
one catches him, “prisoner”? must be handcuffed 
and brought back to your theatre. Let newspaper 
in on stunt to be covered by photos and story. 





INQUIRING REPORTER: “Should an 
ex-convict be allowed to drift in soci- 
ety or should a definite place be found 
for him?” Also good subject for Essay 
Contest, or Radio Debate. 


INVITE WARDEN of 


local prison to see pic= 


tures use his comments 
for lobby and front dis- 
plays. Have him inter- 
viewed for special story 
on prison life and the 
parole system. 


POLICE DEPARTMENT can assist in 
display of pistols, grenades, handcufts, 
and other prison paraphernalia. 


PICK GUILTY MAN. 
Display stills of Litel., 
Oliver. Sokoloff, Purcell. 
Copy: One of these men is 
guilty of murdering 
‘Red’ Carroll. Can you 
guess which? See 
*“Aleatras Island.” 
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EXPLOITATION 








TIE-UP SUGGESTIONS 


These stills are suitable for merchant co-op ads. 
Order from the Campaign Plan Editor. Price: One 
dollar for set of twelve; individually at 10 cents. 


JOHN LITEL: 
Briar Pipe—JL 20 
Fall Sport Suit—JL 16 


GORDON OLIVER: 
Pipe—GO 16. 
Plaid Suit—GO 17 
DICK PURCELL: 
Evening Tie—RP 34 
Punching Bag— 
RP Pub. J 


ANN SHERIDAN: 
Gold Bracelet—AS 7 
Krimmer-Trimmed 
Outfit—AS 18 
Pearl-Set Ring—AS 128 
Fountain Pen—AS 149 


MARY MAGUIRE: 
Flowers—MM 60 
Eye Make-Up— 
MM Pub. A45 


LAW STUDENTS will be interested 
in seeing picture since it deals with 
the much discussed problem of circum- 
stantial evidence. Direct mail to them. 


JUMBO TELEGRAM 
reads: Board likely to 
grant pardon of ‘Gat’ 
Brady. Show pictures of 
his Enemies on one side 


(A36. 45. 53. 54) and 


Friends on the other | 


(Al. 2, 18, 25. 32. AS 182). 


SPOT ANNOUNCEMENTS on the air 


after crime or horror programs; reaches. 


those people who'll be most inter- 
ested in your show. 


GOODWILL COURT on 
the air. Local judges and 
lawyers offer free advice 
fo townspeople in dis= 
tress. Hie in picture by 
mentioning thrilling 
court room scene. 
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STILL DISPLAY of Litel’s former suc- 
cesses— Give Me Liberty” (Academy 
Award), “Marked Woman,” “Back in 
Circulation,” “Zola,” etc. Blow up as 
‘Gat’ Brady in “Alcatraz.” 


WANT AD: Men and 
women to serve as jurors 
to seal the fate of ‘Gat’ 
Brady. Shall he. be sen- 
fenced to “Alcatraz 
Island’’? Apply at 
the Strand Saturday. 


WELFARE GROUPS in various com- 
munities supply local prisons with 
books, magazines, and other literary 
material. Invite patrons to contribute 
gifts of a similar nature which you can 
send to these organizations. Send list 
of donors’ names to newspapers. 


DISTRICT ATTORNEY 


induced to go tor radio 
and newspaper inter= 
views on parole system. 





UTOPIAN PRISON CELL 


Prison atmosphere for lobby and front has proven 
to be “Sean’t miss”’ selling aids. To give stunt a novel 
twist arrange with local merchants to furnish lobby 
prison cell in luxurious style—carpets, window cur- 
tains, erystal chandelier, lamps and wases; have 
‘prisoner’? resting on comfortable divan; along 
walls of cells mount a series of action stills from 
*Aleatraz”’ showing scenes from the picture. 


















YOU'RE SENTENCED T0 ALCATRAZ 
FOR oon’ LIFE! 


RELENTLESS! - ~ 


Aleatraz Island—in the 
nation’s unrelenting drive 
on its worst criminals, 
there are innocent victims 
—sisters and sweethearts— 
destined forever to suffer! 




























YESTERDAY 
AND TODAY! 


Yesterday—the big shot of 
crime, with money in his pock- 
ets and his picture in the 


papers! Today—Just another 
number on “The Rock”! 


ALCATRAZ ISLAND? two 


words that strike fear to the heart of every 
mobster in America...the country’s angry 
answer to gangland’s ruthless challenge! 






a z= 
CRIME-CZARS! 


Kidnappers! Killers! All the 
yellow rats who ever defied Uncle 
Sam—now grim forgotten faces, 
‘numbers’ on Alcatraz Island! 


ESCAPE! Nobody escapes from 


Aleatraz . .. not one chance in a billion! 
You can walk out, released—a free man— 
or be carried out—feet first in a pine box! 





New Type De Luxe 


8x 10 COLOR-GLOS PRINTS 
RENTAL: 9c each 


Set contains 10 assorted scenes. May be rented singly. 





INSERT CARD wed 







PREV y o's co is aces so ke ee 
mes 
BLLOE : fi... kee each 





COLORED 22 x 28's 
Rental: 20c each 





COLORED 11 x 14's 





SET OF 8 Rental: 35c 
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9x12 SOCK LITHO HERALD 


PRICES: 





S280 ek Per M 
for less than 5M 


This snappy showman’s 
herald has the clever 
catchlines and seat sell- 
ing art exhibitors need 
for a really complete 
campaign on this pic- 
ture. Entire reverse side 
has been left blank 
leaving enough room 
for both your imprint 
and tie-up ads. Give 
this herald wide distri- 


¥ cet 
Crime: 


bution in stores, pack- 


A COSMOPOLITAN PRODUCTION | ages, through the mail, 


A First National Picture « Presented hy Warner Bros. = and as a program. 








MODERN ART DISPLAY FRAMES 


40x60 FRAME The 40x60 frame illustrated | 27x41 FRAME 


at the left is made of 3” dry- 
kilned, bass moulding, ebony- 
| black finish, with modern 
silver and copper lines. The 
back is 3 ply 14” veneer. The 
easel is made of 2” pine wood. 


The 27x41 frame illustrated 
at the right is made of 2’ dry- 
kilned, bass moulding, ebony- 
black finish, with modern 
silver and copper lines. The 
back is a sturdy stretcher 
which fits snugly into the 
~ main frame. The easel is made 


of 2"’ pine wood. $500 each 






LOBBY DISPLAYS 


Take advantage of our wide range 
of display accessories. 


Drop us a postcard today. Let us 
tell you how your theatre can have 
these displays at a reasonable 
weekly rental fee. 


24" x 60" 


(also available in size 24” x 82’) 


40” x 60" 


(also available in size 
Write directly to: 30” x 40”) 


AMERICAN DISPLAY COMPANY, INC., 525 W. 43rd ST., NEW YORK CITY 
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QUANTITY PRICES 
(For Posting or Sniping) 


One-Sheets—50 to 99, llc ea.; 
100 and over, 9c ea. Three- 
Sheets—50 to 99, 32c ea.; 100 
and over, 28c ea. Six-Sheets 
—25 to 49, 80c ea.; 50 to 99, 
: 100 and over, 60c ea. 








70c ea. 





SEX ‘SHELL 
Rental 48c Each 


THREE SHEET 
Rental 24c Each 





Midget Window Card. .4c ea. 


REGULAR 

WINDOW 
CARD 
ONE SHEET 1 to 49 ...7c 
Rental 8c Each 50 to 99 ...6c 





100 & over. .5¥2c ea. 








24 SHEET 


Beautifully lithographed 


in brilliant colors. 


PRICES: 


Mite 4... 240 ea: 
ete HO SE 2S ec. 
10 16:24. 3 0. 389,00" Sa. 


25 and over ....$1.75 ea. 


YESTERDAY 
the big thot of crime 


TODAY 


pat aoumberonthe vock’ 


eda. 


ed. 





Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Richard Koszarski. 





WISCONSIN CENTER 


FOR FILM & THEATER RESEARCH 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 


MEDIA 
HISTORY 


DIGITAL LIBRARY 





www.mediahistoryproject.org 


